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_________ [school name] reaps the rewards of national food project

______ [region] school ______ [school name] is celebrating its first home-grown organic harvest after being chosen to become a national leader on food culture and education.

The children at ______ [school name], in ______ (town/city), were thrilled to harvest delicious ______, ______ and ______ [vegetables/fruit] from their new organic growing area. _______ [school name] is reaping the rewards of being a flagship school for the Food for Life Partnership’s national accreditation scheme, which recognises schools transforming food culture.

[suggested quote] ______ ______ [name of school co-ordinator], from ________ [name of school], said: “The children were delighted with their first harvest – they couldn’t wait to find out what this food would taste like after growing it themselves. Our new organic growing area is giving them such wonderful opportunities to explore the benefits of healthy eating. We would like to thank all of the parents and supporters from our local community who have helped us to achieve this.”

The Food for Life Partnership is a five-year Big Lottery-funded project that brings together the expertise of the Soil Association, Garden Organic, The Focus on Food Campaign and Health Education Trust. The project aims to enable schools across England to access seasonal, local, organic food and learn the skills needed to grow and cook it themselves. The experiences of 180 flagship schools will then be shared with more than 3,500 others throughout the country.

Garden Organic, the UK’s leading organic growing charity, is using its expertise to advise the 

flagship schools and communities on how to plan and maintain their organic growing areas.

Colette Bond, Head of Education for Garden Organic, said: “There’s nothing like digging up your first potatoes or crunching into home-grown carrots. We hope these exciting experiences will inspire the children at _______ [name of school] to go on to enjoy a lifetime of eating fresh, healthy food.”

​​​​

______ [school name] is always looking for more volunteers to help its pupils look after their organic growing area. To offer your support contact ______ ______ [name of contact] on ______ [telephone number]. 

To find out more about the Food for Life Partnership visit www.foodforlife.org.uk.

-ends-

More …

[Photo opportunity details, if appropriate]

For more information contact:

______ ______ on ______ [School’s details]

or

______ _______ on ______ [Garden Organic Garden Education Officer’s details]

Notes to editors

For further details of the Food for Life Partnership nationally contact Rikke Bruntse-Dahl, PR & Media Co-ordinator for FFLP, on 0117 314 5145 or email rbruntse-dahl@soilassociation.org.

Garden Organic has extensive experience of supporting schools to grow their own food through its Garden Organic for Schools project, which was launched in 2000. More than 6,000 schools across the UK are now members of this exciting initiative, which offers them practical organic gardening advice, a quarterly newsletter, Curriculum-based resources and free seeds. To find out more about Garden Organic contact 02476303517 or visit www.gardenorganic.org.uk 

· The Food for Life Partnership is a five-year Big Lottery-funded initiative, led by the Soil Association, to transform food culture in schools and communities across England, bringing together the practical expertise of the Focus on Food Campaign, Garden Organic and the Health Education Trust.
- The Soil Association is the UK's leading environmental charity promoting sustainable, organic farming and championing human health.

- The Focus on Food Campaign is the leading food education support programme for the teaching of cooking in the UK’s primary and secondary schools.

- Garden Organic is the UK’s leading organic growing charity dedicated to researching, demonstrating and promoting organic gardening, farming and food.

- The Health Education Trust is the national charity dedicated to initiating and supporting work with children and young adults to encourage the growth of healthy lifestyles.

To find out more about The Food for Life Partnership call 0117 314 5180 or visit www.foodforlife.org.uk 
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Young growers help to save Victorian vegetables

The children at a ______ [region] school chosen to become a national leader on growing and cooking healthy food are being given an exciting opportunity to help save Victorian vegetables.

Pupils at ________ [name of school] have been growing their own food - with support from Garden Organic, the UK’s leading organic growing charity - after becoming a flagship school for the Food for Life Partnership.

The children’s latest achievement is to grow free seeds from Garden Organic’s Heritage Seed Library, which preserves hundreds of old and unusual varieties that may otherwise become extinct. By growing these vegetables and saving their seed, they will be helping to ensure that these wonderful varieties survive for future generations to enjoy.

[suggested quote] ______ ______ [name of school co-ordinator], from ________ [name of school], said: “Our pupils love growing their own vegetables and they are especially excited to find out what these old and unusual varieties will look and taste like when they are ready for harvesting.”

The Food for Life Partnership is a national accreditation scheme, which recognises schools transforming food culture. This five-year Big Lottery-funded project brings together the expertise of the Soil Association, Garden Organic, The Focus on Food Campaign and Health Education Trust.

The Partnership aims to enable schools across England to access seasonal, local, organic food and learn the skills needed to grow and cook it themselves. The experiences of 180 flagship schools will then be shared with more than 3,600 others throughout the country.

Garden Organic is providing expert advice to the flagship schools and communities on how to plan and maintain their organic growing areas. The charity has offered all of the schools involved free seeds from its Heritage Seed Library.

Colette Bond, Garden Organic’s Head of Education, said: “We hope that giving these children the opportunity to try lots of different vegetables will inspire them to enjoy a lifetime of eating fresh, healthy food. It’s also wonderful that they are helping to save varieties from our Heritage Seed Library that could be lost forever without this kind of support.”

More …

​

To find out more about the Food for Life Partnership visit www.foodforlife.org.uk.

-ends-

[Photo opportunity details, if appropriate]

For more information contact:

______ ______ on ______ [School’s details]

or

______ _______ on ______ [Garden Organic Garden Education Officer’s details]

Notes to editors

For further details of the Food for Life Partnership nationally contact Rikke Bruntse-Dahl, PR & Media Co-ordinator for FFLP, on 0117 314 5145 or email rbruntse-dahl@soilassociation.org.

· Garden Organic has extensive experience of supporting schools to grow their own food through its Garden Organic for Schools project, which was launched in 2000. More than 6,000 schools across the UK are now members of this exciting initiative, which offers them practical organic gardening advice, a quarterly newsletter, Curriculum-based resources and free seeds. To find out more about Garden Organic call 02476 303517 or visit  www.gardenorganic.org.uk. 
· The Food for Life Partnership is a five-year Big Lottery-funded initiative, led by the Soil Association, to transform food culture in schools and communities across England, bringing together the practical expertise of the Focus on Food Campaign, Garden Organic and the Health Education Trust.
- The Soil Association is the UK's leading environmental charity promoting sustainable, organic farming and championing human health.

- The Focus on Food Campaign is the leading food education support programme for the teaching of cooking in the UK’s primary and secondary schools.

- Garden Organic is the UK’s leading organic growing charity dedicated to researching, demonstrating and promoting organic gardening, farming and food.

- The Health Education Trust is the national charity dedicated to initiating and supporting work with children and young adults to encourage the growth of healthy lifestyles.

To find out more about The Food for Life Partnership call 0117 314 5180 or visit www.foodforlife.org.uk 













