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Weed Control in Organic Systems

Welcome…

Becky Turner and 

Phil Sumption, HDRA
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Participatory investigation of 
the management of weeds in 
organic production systems

DEFRA funded project OF0315
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• DEFRA funded project OF0315 

• 4 years began August 2002

• collaborative led by HDRA in partnership 
with EFRC, Warwick HRI, ADAS and 
RULIVSYS

• DEFRA evaluating participatory  approach

• we aim..

Participatory investigation of the management 
of weeds in organic production systems
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Aims of the project

“ to define weed problems together with organic farmers 
and growers, propose ways of addressing these 

problems, and then research solutions in order to arrive 
at the most appropriate for use in organic systems”
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Project approach:

• facilit ating discussion and learning between ‘stakeholders’ on 
issues surrounding organic weed management

• learning from and gathering of knowledge relating to weed 
management from organic farmers 

• a review of the scientific literature (research knowledge) and 
other sources of information (including advisor knowledge)



O
rganic W

eed M
anagem

ent O
F

 0
315 

Project approach:

• identifying (and prioriti sing some) weed related problems to 
work on 

• monitoring and trialing weed management strategies or 
technologies on-farm

• promoting the sharing and development of knowledge within 
the organic (farming) community
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Project methods:
• meetings/ workshops, focus groups, field walks and open days 

• case studies

• scientific/grey literature reviews

• monitoring weed management practices on-farm

• ‘researcher led’ trials, ‘f armer led’ f ield trials 

• leaflets, popular press articles, technical booklets d

• development of a website
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Threethemes have emerged 

• docks and perennial weeds
• system approaches to weed management
• knowledge collation and dissemination

Project outcomes:
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Project outcomes:

• organic weed management is a practical business

• it is often not clear where ‘scientific’ research can help as 
each farm system is in some senses unique

• consequently farmers/growers do a lot of ‘ practical 
experimentation’ on their farms 

• researchers and advisors are best used to support this on-
farm practical research – how

• basic weed research provides a useful 
underpinning and answers are 
often available
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• knowledge development (combining 
farmer, advisor and researcher knowledge 
for effective weed management options)

• web based weed management information for organic 
farmers and growers, advisors (and researchers) 
(www.organicweeds.org.uk)

• knowledge/protocols for on-farm trials to support on going 
farmer research

• closer links between farmers, advisors and researchers in 
defining weed research agendas? (how?)

• specific topics for basic or applied research (funding 
applications with grower groups?)

Project outcomes: outputs
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Learning about weed management:

We are:

• running events and open days (any ideas or suggestions?)

• offering workshop sessions for groups of farmers as a 
means collecting and developing knowledge and of taking 
the agenda forward (please contact me if you are 
interested)

• continuing to develop knowledge along the themes already 
defined 

• offering a monitoring service to help farmers or groups of 
farmers carry out the field trials within these themes
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The weeds project website:

• one stop shop for organic weed management

• over 800 pages of information

• constantly updated

• interactive pages and forums

www.organicweeds.org.uk


