Wedal Control in Organic Systems

Bedy Turner and
Phil Sumption, HDRA
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Participatory investigation of
the management of weeads in
organic production systems
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Participatory investigation d the management
of weeds in aorganic production systems

 DEFRA funded projea OF0315

* 4 years began August 2002

o collaborative led by HDRA in partnership
with EFRC, Warwick HRI, ADAS and
RULIVSYS
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 DEFRA evaluating participatory approa

e We am..




Aims of the project

“to define weed problems together with organic farmers
and gowers, propose ways of addressng these
problems, and then research solutions in arder to arrive
at the most appropriate for use in arganic systems’
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the organic
organisation



Project approaa:

o faqlit ating discusgon and leaning between ‘ stakeholders’ on
Isaues surroundng organic weed management

e leaning from and gathering of knowledge relating to weed
management from organic farmers

« areview of the scientific literature (research knowledge) and
other sources of information (including advisor knowledge)
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Project approadh:
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work on

e monitoring and trialing weed management strategies or
tedhndogies on-farm

e promoting the sharing and development of knowledge within
the organic (farming) community
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Project methods:
* medings workshops, focus groups, field walks and open days

e Case studies

o scientific/grey literature reviews
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e monitoring weead management pradices on-farm
 ‘researcher led’ trials, ‘farmer led’ field trials

o ledlets, popuar pressarticles, tedhnicd booletsd

e development of a website
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Project outcomes:

Threethemes have anerged

e docksand perennial weeds
e system approaches to weed management
 knowledge mllation and dssmination
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Project outcomes:

organic wead management is a pradica business

It Is often na clea where ‘scientific’ research can help as
ead farm system Is in some senses unique

conseguently farmers/growersdo alot of ‘ pradica
experimentation’ ontheir farms

researchers and advisors are best used to suppat this on
farm pradicd reseach — how

basic weead research provides a useful
underpinning and answers are
often avail able

©)
=
(@]
jab)
=1
(@]
®
®
o
=
jab)
>
jab)
(@]
®
3
®
>
—
©)
M
o
w
=
o1




Project outcomes:. outputs

* knowledge development (combining
farmer, advisor and researcher knowledge
for effedive weed management options)
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« web based wead management information for organic
farmers and gowers, advisors (and reseachers)
(www.organcweeds.org.uk)

* knowledge/protocols for on-farm trials to suppat on going
farmer research

e closer links between farmers, advisors and reseachersin
defining weed research agendas? (how?)

» gpedfictopicsfor basic or applied research (fundng
apdicationswith grower groups?)




L eaning about weed management:

We ae:

e runnng events and goen days (any ideas or suggestions?)
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o offering workshop sessons for groups of farmers as a
means coll eding and developing knowledge and of taking
the agenda forward (please contact meif you are
Interested)

e continuing to develop knavledge dong the themes alrealy
defined

o offering amonitoring serviceto help farmers or groups of
farmers carry out the field trials within these themes




The weeds project website:

WWW.organicweeads.org.uk
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e onestopshopfor organic wead management
o over 800 prages of information
e constantly updated

e Interadive pages andforums




